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McCarter Presbyterian Church (USA)

An inclusive community of
faith, gathering at the call of Jesus
Christ and led by God'’s Spirit in
mission and service. We live and serve
through the mercy and love of God, as
revealed and made known through
Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord and
Savior.

BIRTHDAYS
Kerry Caldwell Jan 9
Earl Kalback Feb 12
Charlotte Rigby Feb 15
Betty Kunz Feb 16
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Which Way to Go?

Every New Year begins with a
celebration, large or small, depending
on our age and current social
connections. The singing of “Auld
Lang Syne” will ring out, if only
through the speakers of our television,
and many of us will take in the midnight
hour soundly resting at home.
Regardless, we see the calendar and
note the change, often wondering if the
coming year will differ greatly from the
previous. Tradition informs us that time
continues to march along, with or
without our approval; and, change is
“Inevitable.”



We might ask ourselves: “Which way
should I go?” And so, we begin a self-
assessment of our lives.

And, that often covers sensitive and
personal areas that we hesitate to share
with others: emotionally, socially, and
spiritually.

Many of us have dealt with loss
and find moments of surprise and
wonder too far apart for our liking. The
winter months can be difficult for those
of us whose mood declines with the
vanishing sunlight. Longer days will lift
our mood, along with higher daily
temperatures, but they are both slow in
coming. This decline in our outlook
can affect us socially, often leaving us
disconnected from others at work or in
the community. And, it is easy to lag
spiritually, as our patterns of personal
worship and prayer often fail to keep
pace with the goals we set earlier in the
year.

Perhaps, these are among the
reasons for such an emphasis for
change as the calendar rolls into
January 1% New Year’s resolutions are
common and often are fun to create,
even if itis only a diversion for us in the
winter months. And yet, the intent that
underlies these sentiments and feelings
Is renewal. And, of the three areas
mentioned above our spiritual well-
being can greatly affect our social
outlook and emotional vitality.

In our worship and daily prayer,
we approach God in honesty and truth.
In revealing our shortcomings, we open
ourselves to God and the grace and
mercy we receive through power of the
Risen Christ. The result can be uplifting
and lasting, especially when we release
control of so many minor concerns and
look upon the world as part of God’s
Creation. In the transforming love we
share through Christ, our approach to
life can improve without our knowing.
Then, our interaction with others has a
focus that will benefit others, as well as
our own well-being.

Among the possible resolutions
you and | can take on, few will compare
to a small gift we can give ourselves:
Dropping the list and considering our
spiritual well-being. This is not the
only way to go through life and living,
but it is the most productive and self-
giving among the many choices we
have. Whether we are ‘“cradle
Christians” or new to life among a
congregation of caring people, God’s
Spirit remains present for us. And,
thankfully for us our approach to God is
perfected in
Jesus Christ.

Stan Reid



McCarter Calendar

Installation of Session: This will take
place on Sunday, January 5" during our
morning worship. Please plan to attend
and offer prayerful support our Ruling
Elders as we transition to a New Year
2020.

GIANG, &

Special Offerings are a time of
emphasis on the welfare and plight of
others during our worship. These calls
for generous giving have become a
significant portion of our stewardship
and ongoing efforts in discipleship and
ministry:

Souper Bowl of Caring--Sunday,

February 2, 2020
(Super Bowl Sunday)

One Great Hour of Sharing--Sunday,
April 12, 2020
(Easter Sunday)

Mother's Day Offering--Sunday,
May 10, 2020
(Mother's Day)

Thornwell Offering--Sunday,
November 22, 2020
(Sunday before Thanksgiving)

Joy Gift Offering--Thursday,
December 24, 2020
(Christmas Eve)

jCafé Justo! is a unique enterprise that
directly supports farming families in
Mexico: One-pound is $12 and decaf is
$13; available in whole bean or
ground. Contact Carolyn (below) or
complete your transaction with cash or
a check at the workroom entry. Please
check the workroom entry for your

supply.

Carolyn Greene,
carolyngreene775@bellsouth.net or
864-879-3388.



mailto:carolyngreene775@bellsouth.net

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
By Tempie Perry

2019 Gifts/Offerings

February  Super Bowl S 25.00

April One Great Hr S 50.00

May Mothers Day S 100.00

September Thank Offering S  100.00

October Birthday S 32.00
Nancy Trentini

November Thornwell S 50.00

December Joy Gift S 50.00

Meals/Flowers

Stan & Tricia Reid

Christine Ferguson family

Mandy Turner

Jean Lindsey funeral

Carol Murdock

Balance 2020 $ 922,51

If any women need assistance, please
let us know:

Tempie- 864-244-7593

Building and Grounds

by Jim Greene

We have new furnace for sanctuary
and also new furnace for work room
and office area alone with air
conditioner for both Only cost
$18,000.00 for total work. The doors
to sanctuary have been painted
including back door by Ray Hathaway
a member of UCC. Awnings have
been installed on front of church and
back door areas to protect the doors
from weather related damage.

We had a work day at church which
was well supported by all.

All the different groups that use our
facility have been contacted and we
are working on new contract for all.

As outgoing Clerk of Session | would
like to thank all members of our
congregation for their support as we
continue to move our McCarter
FAMILY forward in a positive way.

Session Members:

Class of 2019:
Betty Kunz, Danny McClure, Jim Greene

Class of 2020: Craig Kelly

Class of 2021: Mandy Turner
Moderator:

Pastor: The Rev. Stan Reid

Reid.stan@agmail.com C: 864-593-7470

Congregational Concerns: Tempie Perry


tel:2447593
mailto:Reid.stan@gmail.com

Report byCarolyn Greene
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE PLEDGED FOR 2020.

For your generosity and support
of McCarter Church is greatly appreciated.

As of 1-1-2020 our bank balances are:

General Fund S 1,899
Money Market S 7,016
Building Fund S 18,606
CD maturing 3-20-20 S 30,300
CD maturing 5-21-20  $160,000
CD maturing 6-27-20 S 61,000

Stewardship Campaign for 2020

From: Finance Committee and the
Stewardship Team.

During the month of November, we
completed our annual time of
commitment for the coming year on
Stewardship Sunday, November 17th.
During November, Pastor Stan gave
wonderful sermons on what it truly
means to be a steward for God, noting
that God is our Creator and that all we
have are gifts from God. Scripture
reminds us that as disciples of Christ,
we are called to commit our time,
talents, and resources to build up and
strengthen the kingdom of God.

Jesus spoke frequently about the
importance of giving, for generosity
brings joy and transformation to our
lives. In addition to sermons, Minutes
on Mission, a narrative budget and a
pledge, or intent to give, card was
mailed to members and also made
available online.

Mandy Turner, Danny McClure, and
Betty Kunz gave a minute for mission
on Sundays leading up to our day of
commitment on Stewardship Sunday
on November 17%.  Although our
pledges for 2020 fell short of our
projected needs for this coming year,

we will continue to support our
missions and meet our fiscal
responsibilities for the year. We

continue to pray that we will continue
to be loyal and faithful stewards of the
gifts that we have been given by God.

As Leo Buscaglia said, “It is up to us
as to what we do with the gifts.” Of
course, these include our time, our
talents, and our many resources.

May God bless all of you in 2020 and
may we listen to the voice of the Holy
Spirit, the giver of our talents, and may
we work to glorify and praise God in
every way.

Betty Kunz, Chair of Finance
Carolyn Greene, Treasurer



MCCARTER PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
2020 BUDGET
2019 2020

FUNDS INCOME GEN FUND | DP TRUST INCOME | EXPENSE
Pledge offering $40,628.00 32,200.00
Loose offering $4,500.00 4,000.00
El Camino Church $1,500.00 1,800.00
RCCG Church $3,000.00 3,000.00
Keep It Simple
Group $400.00 480.00
EUCC $9,600.00 12,000.00
Della Padgett
Requests $100,000.00
Investment Income 4,500.00
cb 21,063.00
Savings
Miscellaneous $200.00 800.00
TOTAL INCOME $159,828.00 | 79,843.00
STAFF
Pastor's salary $10,000.00 10,000.00
Pastor's housing $6,000.00 6,000.00
Easmfs medical $14,703.00 | 14,517.00

enefits
Continuing
Education 250.00
Organist $6,700.00 6,700.00
Sexton $5,000.00 5,000.00
Payroll taxes $900.00 900.00
TOTAL STAFF EXPENSE $43,303.00 43,367.00




Grounds Supplies
Miscellaneous

TOTAL BLDG & GROUNDS

ED, FAMILY, FELLOWSHIP
Van fund

Fellowship meals

Adult Sunday School lit
Miscellaneous

TOTAL ED, FAMILY, FELLOWSHIP

WITNESS AND SERVICE
Pastor's discretionary fund
Foothills Presbytery
Mother's Day offering

Joy gift

Thornwell

Souper bowl
Miscellaneous

One Great Hour

Other missions

TOTAL WITNESS AND SERVICE

WORSHIP
Supplies
Copyright license
Pulpit supply
Instrument repair
Miscellaneous

TOTAL WORSHIP

IOTHER DP TRUST REQUESTS
Air conditioner repair/replace
Cemetery fund
Speaker/program

Copier

Plumbing

Emergency bldg fund
Legacy program

Piano fund

Repair ladies bathroom floor
New chairs/cushions

TOTAL EXPENSES

300.00
$10,935.00

$100.00
$300.00
$200.00
$600.00

$250.00
$1,000.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$200.00

$100.00

$1,950.00

$300.00
$130.00

$210.00
$300.00
$940.00

$17,300.00

$2,000.00

$2,000.00

$10,000.00
$10,000.00

$1,500.00

$1,500.00

$7,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$5,000.00
$9,500.00
$28,000.00
$10,000.00
$2,500.00
$2,200.00

$59,828.00 $100,000.00

Paae 2

150.00

200.00

29,498.00

200.00
300.00

250.00

750.00

250.00

200.00

450.00

300.00
135.00
1,250.00
210.00
350.00

2,245.00

79,843.00




Committee:
By Danny McClure

First of all, | would like to start out by
wishing everyone a Happy New Year.
Doesn’t seem like it was all that long
ago we were planning for Advent. But
Advent has come and gone, and now
we’re in the process of taking down the
tree, cleaning out the windows, and
packing all the things for next year.
But, it was great while it lasted. All the
decorating went well, all the Advent
services went according to plan, and
we had a beautiful season. Thanks to
all those who donated time and
decorations to make things look so
good. Also, | would like to thank all
those who were part of our Advent
services, doing readings and lighting
the Advent Candles. The good people
at Roebuck Greenhouses outdid
themselves again with poinsettias that
made our Sanctuary glow.

But now, we go past Advent into the
New Year — what now? Ordinarily, the
period between Advent and Lent is
pretty uneventful, so we get to take a
breather. Two Sundays that standout
in the upcoming months are Epiphany
— Sunday, January 5%, and the First

Sunday of Lent — Sunday, March 15t
Both of these Sundays will feature
Communion, so please make plans to
be here.

One thing | will announce is that
Session has Okayed purchase of new
songbooks for McCarter to replace the
ones we’ve had in the pews for almost
30 years. We have already purchased
a few that were used for special music.
These new songbooks will be a great
addition to our music program here at
McCarter. We will be giving each of
you’re an opportunity to purchase a
songbook in memory, or in honor of a
loved one. You’'ll be getting a little
more information on this shortly.

A brand new Flower Chart will be
taking its place on the hall bulletin
board shortly; so feel free to pick a
Sunday to place flowers in our
Sanctuary — thanks ahead of time. |
know these winter months are cold
and rather dreary, but having flowers
in the Sanctuary make everyone feel
better.

As most, or many of you already know,
this is my last article in the newsletter,
as | am going off Session. | want to take
time to thank everyone who has
helped out on the Worship Committee
for the last 19 years, part of that time
was covered by my friend, Marion



Elliot. We all pitched in, and it all gets
done. My friend Kerry Caldwell, will be
heading this part of Session, and even
though I’'m not in charge, I'll still be
here. I've been in this church since
Christmas Eve, 2001 — this is like home,
I’m not going very far.

This church has taken a hit on our
church family in the last 3 years,
starting with the year 2016. That was
a hard year for our church family, we
lost three members who had been
members of years. The two years
following were not kind as well, and
our family at McCarter got even
smaller. We have gained some new
members and had some visitors who
paid us visits from time to time. | was
talking to Pastor Ray White, one
afternoon while he was waiting on his
Counseling Group to start and our
numbers here were something that
came into the conversation. This
Pastor was one of my favorites, and
had filled in Service here many times,
so his opinion meant a lot. What he
told me was this, “This church will
probably never have the numbers it
had several years ago, and | don’t think
it will ever have the youth it once had,
but | do think McCarter still has a place
in this community spreading God’s
word.” | still agree — we need to get

busy, and make McCarter a beacon in
this community. | hope each and every
one of us has a great 2020, and find a
way to make God show in you..
Danny.

Christmas Poinsettias:

For Nancy Trentini_ Two Wreaths for
door, In Memory of my parents and
brothers Claire & Charles Crow, and
Don Crow.

For Jack and Tempie Perry In
Memory of their parents and one
Poinsettia in Honor of Jean McAllister
in Memory of Andrew McAllister.

For Danny McClure Two Poinsettias
in Honor of Hannah and Ava Tolar in
Memory of absent family members.

For Dixon & Kerry Caldwell Two
Poinsettias in Memory of Don & Sis
Caldwell and Anne Green.

For Jim & Carolyn Greene Two
Poinsettias one in memory of their
parents and one for their children
and grandchildren.

For Dorothy Finley One Poinsettia in
memory of her husband Ed.




Witness and Service

Committee
By Mandy Turner

We collected a total of $303 for the
Thornwell offering and a total of
$310 for the Joy Gift offering. Thank
you so much for your generous
donations to these special
offerings.

We also provided Christmas
presents and gift cards to the family
we sponsored through the
Interfaith Hospitality Network at
United Ministries. The familywasa
single mother with two teenage
daughters. Thanksto our efforts,
their Christmas was a whole lot
brighter.

Within the last two months,
McCarter made two food donations
to the United Ministries food
pantry. Pleasedon'tforgetto
make a food donation to United
Ministries. Thereis a list of
needed food items ontop of the big
bucket labeled "United Ministries”
inthe Memorial Room.

McCarter recently made a donation
of pop tabs to the Ronald McDonald
House. The Ronald McDonald
House always welcomes donations
of pop tabs as thisis one of their
ways of raising money to keep the
doors opento serve families.

Mandy Turner recently attended the
Foothills Presbytery meeting at
Fourth Presbyterian Church. The
featured speaker was Jim Kirk of
the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance. He preached about
love during the worship

service. JimKirkalsospokeata
program at John Knox Preshyterian
Church about preparing for
disasters, which Mandy also
attended.

The Souper Bowl of Caring offering
will take place on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 2,2020. The
charity will be Meals on

Wheels. Please prayerfully
consider your participationin this
vital offering.

A bigthank you goes out to
everyone who delivers meals for
Meals on Wheels from

McCarter. The meals may be the
only food that the people receive on
a daily basis. The Meals on Wheels
volunteers may also be the only
people that the folks see on a daily
basis as well.

Thanks again!



Sister Churches at McCarter:

a. Pastor Frankie Rodriguez — Iglesia
Wesleyanna El Camino Church

b. Pastor David Edeite — RCCG
(Redeemed Christian Church of
God)
pastordavidedeite@gmail.com

c. Pastor Vaughn Crow Tipton —
EUCC (Emmanuel United Church
of Christ)

d. Associate Pastor Rev. Cindy L.

Bovee-Kemper — EUCC (Emmanuel

United Church of Christ)
cindy.emmanuelucc@gmail.com

Mc Carter Presbyterian Church
primary contact in an emergency.
1. Jimmy Cheeks — 1°t.  contact
864 — 208 --5586
cheeks.jc@gmail.com
2. Jim Greene — 2", contact
864 — 419 — 0257
jimgreene4869@gmail.com
3. Danny McClure — 3™ - contact
864 — 399 — 3155
4. Pastor Stan Reid — 4™, contact
864 — 593 — 7470
reid.stan@gmail.com

McCarter Bible Study

Each Wednesday at 10:30AM, a small group
gathers in the social hall to read and study
selected scripture.

Please join us for an inspirational and lively
discussion on Wednesdays. We all can
benefit from a spiritual renewal and check-
up. The laughter and fellowship seem
contagious, so come and find out what we are
all about.


mailto:pastordavidedeite@gmail.com
mailto:cindy.emmanuelucc@gmail.com
mailto:cheeks.jc@gmail.com
mailto:jimgreene4869@gmail.com
mailto:reid.stan@gmail.com
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New Year’s Wish

All that is beautiful, all that is best -

Joy of activity, calmness of rest,

Health for life’s pilgrimage,

Strength for its strife,

Sunshine to brighten the pathway of life;’

Courage to trust, tho’ the skies be
o’ercast,

Hope for the future born out of the past,

Love that is tender and friends who are
triie;

This is our New Year’s with for you.

-copied from Heart Blessings compiled by Dale Crowley
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“(GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS.”

LAMENTATIONS 3:23-

bl s s S

Facing a New Year

I know not what awaiteth me
As dawns another year.
The path untrod I cannot see
Yet knows my heart no fear.
Though dark the path may be, or light,
A smooth or rugged way,
I ever shall be led aright
While if for guidance pray.
I know not whether short or long
My pilgrimage may be.

- Tl daily praise my Lord in song

For all His love to me.
And as the years shall onward roll
And day by day be mine,
I'll seek to lead some precious soul
To Christ, the way divine.
My God shall be my strength and stay
While sojourning here below.
He will supply my need always;
His Word assures me so.
With joy-1 greet the opening year; -
It cannot bring me ill,
Since Christ, my Lord, is ever near,
My soul with peace to fill.

-copied from Heart Blaﬁngs compiled by Dale Crowley




